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Serving Our Kids and Families 
News from the Capital Candlelighters’ Office 

 
Where was the Fall Newsletter?    You may have noticed a delay in receiving our newsletter; 
we’ve been too busy to get one out!  This newsletter is a little longer than usual to hold all the 
information that would usually go into both our Fall 2007 and Winter 2008 newsletters. 
 
Looking To Volunteer?   We’re glad to be so busy and grateful to be serving so many needs.  
However, we have no choice but to admit that our group of committee volunteers has to grow if 
we want to continue to provide the services our kids and families need.  We need “experienced 
parent” volunteers to serve on committees to get things done -- important jobs like revamping 
our new parent binder, assessing the items we put in our New Diagnosis Bags, running support 
groups, planning our four major Social Support events for kids with cancer and their families 
and preparing for our three yearly fundraisers.  Do you have some time to serve on a 
committee?  We can put you to work directly helping children and teens with cancer! 
 
Mom’s Retreat-- We had another wonderful “Restorative Yoga Retreat” for moms in early 
November in Madison.  Tina Romenesko of Trillium Yoga Studio in Appleton is a 
Candlelighters’ mom whose son is a young adult survivor of Burkitt’s Lymphoma.  She leads an 
extraordinary session that helps people learn physical and visualization skills to cope with the 
stress of the cancer experience.  Tina hopes to offer a few sessions per year to our families, so 
please look out for announcements of retreats for parents and also for patients and siblings.  
We’d like to do another Moms’ retreat soon in Appleton, so please let us know if you’d like to be 
on the list for that one. 
 
Inpatient Library-- With the opening of the new children’s hospital, the Capital Candlelighters 
family library has been moved to the 4th floor Family Lounge in the AFCH.  It is now located on 
the bookshelves above the TV.  There should always be at least one copy of each of the best 
books for laypeople (adults and kids) about childhood cancer on the shelves.  If there’s 
something missing that you’ve been wanting to read, please call the office and let us know.   
 
Books and Videos in the Office-- We have a collection of books and journals in our office for 
families dealing with palliative care and for kids and adults experiencing grief.  Please make an 
appointment to come by if you’d like to look through the books to find something that might 
suit your needs.  
 
Family Support-- Monthly Family Gatherings are usually held on the first Wednesday of the 
month at Vitense Golfland here in Madison.  We meet at 6 p.m., enjoy dinner and kids’ do fun 
activities while parents share with one another.  These meetings are for childhood cancer 
patient families only, who are currently on treatment or have finished active treatment within 
the last 18 months or so.   It’s free, it’s fun and it feels good. 
 
New Board Members in 2007:  In 2007, we’ve been honored to welcome three new Capital 
Candlelighters’ board members.   

Joyce Kilgore-Carlin, AFCH pediatric oncology social worker, has advised the board 
for the last several months, and has now formally joined the board as a voting member.   

Kaianna Obee of the Campus Inn has experience on several non-profit boards, has a 
strong background in event planning and is the mother of a young cancer survivor. 
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Suzy Favor Hamilton is a legendary American collegiate and Olympic athlete who 
has a great interest in children’s physical and emotional health and is excited about the 
Candlelighters’ mission.  
 
Want To Run Candlelighters?  We welcome additional dedicated volunteers to serve on the 
governing board.  Do you have the time, skills and interest?  We need dynamic fund raisers, 
energetic event planners and well-organized grant writers.  We’d especially like to encourage 
adult survivors and parents/grandparents of children with cancer to join the board, as our 
bylaws mandate that the board has to include at least 51% survivors or relatives of childhood 
cancer patients.  
 
Mark Your 2008 Calendar- The 11th Haraldson Brothers Open Golf Classic will be held 
Saturday. May 10th at the Evansville Country Club, the Capital Candlelighters Summer Picnic 
will be July 5th (as part of the Kids With Courage Reunion at Monona Terrace) and the Suzy 
Favor Hamilton Walk/Run will be October 19th at Warner Park in Madison. 
 
Have a bright and happy, healthy 2008.  Cheers! 
 

 Anne Spurgeon, Executive Director 
 

 

 
To be removed from our mailing list, please call 608-231-8006 or send an email to info (at) capcan. org 

Recent examples of Capital Candlelighters’ assistance services to families of children on 
treatment for cancer or undergoing a bone marrow/stem cell transplant: 

 
We assisted a family with storage of their possessions and helped them make a necessary move.   
 
We paid for an urgent car repair for a family traveling an hour each way to treatment in Madison. 
 
We aided a number of families in paying their utility bills, and assisted others with rent or 
mortgage payments,  groceries and back-to-school expenses. 
 
We provide extra gas cards to hospital staff on a regular basis so families in need can be sure to 
have the fuel they need to get their child or teen back and forth to Madison for tests and 
treatments. 
 
We helped a family make a required medical co-payment so their child’s treatments could 
continue uninterrupted. 
 
We worked with a community organization to help a family obtain needed furnishings. 
 
We helped several of our financially hardest-hit families purchase holiday gifts this year. 
 

Capital Candlelighters provided over $20,000 in emergency financial assistance to families in 
2007.  We also distributed nearly $5000 in prepaid gas cards.  
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Community Support for Kids with Cancer! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Sugar River Bike Tour, 
sponsored by the Brodhead 
Optimist Club.  A gorgeous fall day 
for a long bike ride,  and a kids’ ride 
with scavenger hunts through the 
parks of Brodhead.  They raised a 
record amount of money and 
donated $2000 to Capital 
Candlelighters.  Candlelighters’ kid 
Noah served as honorary starter. 

The 10th Haraldson Brothers’ Open 
Golf Classic drew a happy crowd of 
golfers competing for trophies, 
playing creative on-course games, 
bidding hotly for silent auction 
items and buying up raffle tickets!  
The event brought in nearly $11,000 
for Capital Candlelighters!  This 
year’s HBO was held in memory of 

lovely Deanna Haraldson, who lost 

her battle with cancer in 2007. 

   Joel Haraldson, Jim Gilmore, Anne Spurgeon, Eric Haraldson 
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The Italian Workmen’s Club 

of Madison is a faithful 
supporter of kids with cancer in 

south-central Wisconsin.  Their 

annual Italian Golf Classic is a 

day of great food, friendly golf 
rivalries and a huge raffle!  This 

year’s event raised a record 

$3,200 –Grazie mille, Italian 

Workmen’s Club! 

Michele Thierfelder of Accents Tattoos for 

Women held a creative fund raiser 
throughout the month of October.  Michele 

offered a free cancer ribbon tattoo of any 

type/color (an $85 value) to clients who 

donated at least $50 to a cancer charity 
chosen from her list.  She raised money for 

several organizations, including $850 for 

Capital Candlelighters!   
 

� Michele tattooing a ribbon on a foot 

Gamer Power!  The Lady Kath Con for the Cure, 

inspired by a special character card in World of 
Warcraft, was held at Misty Mountain Games on 

October 13th.  This hardy band of role playing 

enthusiasts held a gamers’ convention and raised 

$1001 to support local kids with cancer! 

 

 

 

� 
Joe Alfano 
(organizer), Dave 

Elsner (owner), 

Joseph Woods 

(gamer/childhood 

cancer survivor) 

Anne Spurgeon 

(Candlelighters) 



Capital Candlelighters                                       Winter 2008                                                     6 

Dane County Time Bank 
 

A supporter of Capital Candlelighters has brought the Dane County Time Bank to our attention as a way that our 
patient families who are residents of Dane County might be able to get help with things they need in trade for 
their own time and talents.   It is a form of barter that lets you earn and spend hours rather than cash.  For 
instance, perhaps you have a skill that you can share with others during times when your child’s treatments are 
going smoothly.  You could provide your skill to others and earn credits in the timebank that you can later spend 
on services you need  (lawn care, car repair, snow shoveling, grocery shopping, meal preparation, transportation, 
etc.) at those points when life is more difficult for you, you’re running between home and the hospital, and so on.   
Here’s what the Timebank says about itself: 

“The Dane County Timebank, based in Madison, WI and surrounding communities, links individuals, social 
service organizations, public and private institutions, food producers, neighborhoods, local businesses and arts 
groups to make it easier to work together.  

Timebanking is an exchange system. People help each other and receive credits for their service. Anyone who 
helps another member earns one time dollar per hour, which they can then spend on an hour of service from 
anyone else in the network - so you can walk someone's dog for an hour and exchange that for an hour of respite 
care from someone else. Or computer repair. Or Spanish lessons, or whatever any member is offering. 
Timebanking is a way to value the work we do for others in our community and the work we do in building that 
community. Instead of going without things because we cannot afford to pay each other with money, we exchange 
time.  

As budgets shrink and expenses grow, it's time for us to use the many wonderful assets of all residents of Dane 
County, matching unmet needs with unused resources. We each have talents and skills that someone else values. 
By sharing them, we can create community one hour at a time.  We invite you to join us.  For more information 
visit danecountytimebank.org or call our office at 608 663-0400.” 

Holiday Party Photos! 

 
       Santa with antlers!                                   The Three Wise Guys 
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Holiday Party Photos, continued 

 

 

 
We received RSVPs from 100 children and teens for this year’s holiday party!  Santa brought a 
specially selected gift for each boy and girl, and everyone enjoyed treats, games and good cheer!
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1st Annual Suzy Favor Hamilton Walk/Run 
to benefit Capital Candlelighters! 

 

 
October 14, 2007 

Suzy Favor Hamilton, our six honorary starters Maria, Savannah, James,  
Jay, Sydney and Jonathan, and Capital Candlelighters president Jim Gilmore 

 

265 people hit the road with Suzy to support local kids with cancer! 
 

Big thanks to our Honorary Chair, Suzy Favor Hamilton and to our 
Race Day Chairs, Kevin Straka and Helena Scherer-Jones! 

 

Top pledge collectors: 
Adam Stroud – Adam’s Team 
Louis Schubert – Team Louie 

Calista Lowe 
 

Biggest Teams: 
Strollin’ for Owen                 Team Louie 

 

Presenting Sponsor: 

American Family Children’s Hospital/UW Health 
 

Supporting Sponsors: 
Stafford Rosenbaum  Grant Thornton LLP  Channel 3000.com 

FLEET FEET SPORTS       Junior’s Promotions      
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More 2007 Walk/Run photos: 
 

 

 
 

HUGE thanks go out to: 
Our phenomenal in-kind donors:  AIDS Network, La Brioche Bakery & FLEET FEET 

SPORTS, and to our 50 great volunteers --- you made it all possible! 
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Capital Candlelighters’ 
Monthly Family Get-Togethers 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Support for Families of Children with Cancer 
Families who have a child on treatment for cancer 

are welcome to participate, free of charge 
 

 

Come to the beautiful facilities at Vitense Golfland 
 

* Sharing and support time for parents 
 

* Volunteer-led games, activities, miniature golf and 
arcade play for kids and teens 

 

Capital Candlelighters . . . because kids can’t fight cancer alone! 

Upcoming Meetings: 
   

Wednesday, Feb 6th             Vitense Golfland 
Wednesday, Mar 5th            6 – 7:30 PM 
Wednesday, Apr 2nd                    Beltline Hwy at Whitney Way 
 

Dinner served by the Green Tree Grill!   Why stay home and cook? 
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COME TO THE CAPITAL 
CANDLELIGHTERS’ 

SPRING PARTY! 
  

BOUNCE INTO SPRING! 
April 5th, 2008 

 
Pump It Up  

2911 Marketplace Drive 
Fitchburg, WI 

9:00 am to 11:15 am 
 

Directions:  south on Verona Road—left (east) onto Hwy PD/McKee Road 
Turn right at the first street past Star Cinema and follow to Pump It Up 

 
Please RSVP (if possible) by April 4th  

to 608-231-8006 or e-mail anne (at) capcan.org  
 

We’ll have full use of the Pump It Up facility, including a craft and game area for 
anyone who wants to do something besides climbing, jumping and sliding.  We’ll 

have pizza, drinks and goodies in the party room during the whole party. 
Parents are welcome to stay with their children or relax in the activity room. 

 
Pump It Up requires that children under age two or persons wearing a brace or cast 

can only participate in the activities in the party rooms, not on the inflatables.  
Please let us know in your RSVP if your child will come but not be able to take part 

in the ‘bouncy’ play area so we can accommodate his or her needs, too.  
 

This party is free of charge and open only to children with cancer, their brothers and 
sisters and their parents or guardians 



Capital Candlelighters                                       Winter 2008                                                     12 

Help Us Collect ONE MILLION PENNIES! 
 
This year’s “Million Penny Drive” will run for the month of March, 2008.  It is a chance for individuals, 
businesses, schools and community groups to help support kids with cancer, one penny at a time! 
 

ONE MILLION PENNIES = TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS! 
 

Can we “count” on your help? 
 
If you’d like to take part in the Million Penny Drive, here are the steps to follow. 
 

1) Contact our office at 608-231-8006 or email info (at) capcan.org.  We would prefer to work with 
one specific person in your business or organization to whom we can provide updates and 
information. 

  
2) Volunteers will place a penny jar with your contact person during or after the week of  February 

28th.  We will have a bright label for the jar promoting the Million Penny Drive and raising 
awareness of the impact of childhood cancer in south-central Wisconsin.  We can provide other 
written materials if you would like them.  You can choose the best place to place the jar: on a 
reception counter, at a cash register, in a lounge or break room.  During the month of March we 
ask that your contact person keep a periodic eye on the jar, and let us know if it is full and needs 
to be emptied before the end of the month.  Please display the jar for as many days in March as is 
convenient for you. 

 
3) On or before Monday, March 31st a Capital Candlelighters volunteer will collect the jar from 

your contact person.   
 
Schools and classrooms that take part in the Million Penny Drive can set it up as a cooperative collection 
drive or as a Penny Wars competition.  It’s a fun way for kids to show their support for other children 
and teens fighting cancer!  We can send written materials, posters and coin jars to help them set up a 
coin drive more easily. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

GIVE YOUR WORKPLACE, CHURCH, SCHOOL OR COMMUNITY 
ORGANIZATION THE CHANCE TO COLLECT SMALL CHANGE TO MAKE A 

BIG CHANGE! 
 

Million Penny Drive 2008 – Help us get schools signed up! 
 

We want to recruit as many schools as possible to help collect donations for our Million 
Penny Drive during March, 2008.  Please ask your principal or student council if they can 

do a ‘Penny Wars’ or other coin collection fund raiser to help local kids with cancer! 
It’s fun!  Call us at 608-231-8006 for more information. 
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CROP 2 MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
SCRAPBOOKING FOR A CAUSE! 

 

MARCH 15          8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
 

SUN PRAIRIE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

702 North St.       Sun Prairie, WI 
 
● 8 HOURS TO CROP and STAMP!        $30 IF PAID BY MARCH 7   OR   $35 AT THE DOOR. 

● REFRESHMENTS & SNACKS with BREAKFAST PASTRIES 

● 2 IDEA BREAKOUT SESSIONS     ● GENEROUS WORKSPACE 

● TOOL & IDEA CENTER WITH CONSULTANTS FROM CREATIVE MEMORIES (Amy Frank), 

STAMPIN’ UP! (Tracy Filter) and CLOSE TO MY HEART (Sharon Quella) 

● MANY GIVEAWAYS THROUGHOUT THE DAY!  ● LUNCH PROVIDED 

● SCRAPBOOK GARAGE SALE  (Donations are greatly appreciated to make the Garage Sale fun!) 

Register to assure your spot!  Send your name, address, email and phone with a check 
(payable to Capital Candlelighters) to: 
        Crop Event/Kahl     

For more information, call Jane at 837-8577  626 Ruxton Ridge Dr. 
or email kahlja (at) charter.net     Sun Prairie, WI  53590
 
This is the third year for this fun event, hosted entirely by volunteers and benefiting Capital 

Candlelighters and the Sun Prairie UMC Youth Mission Trip. 
 

 

Do you shop at Amazon.com?  If you enter Amazon.com through the search box link on our web 
site, Capital Candlelighters receives 4% to 6% of the total amount of your purchase back from 

Amazon!  This includes gift certificate purchases, video downloads and third-party purchases made 
through Amazon.com. 

 
It’s an easy way for everyone, even frequent Amazon shoppers, to do your ordinary shopping and 

have a portion of your spending come back to southern Wisconsin to help kids with cancer.  We got 
over $350.00 in referral fees from purchases made through our Amazon.com search box in 2007! 
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Shining Your Light for Kids 
With Cancer and their 

Families 
 

We are very grateful for gifts from these 
generous donors, July 1 to November 30, 2007: 

 

Supernova Donors ($10,000+) 

Randy Scott 
 In honor of Felicity Arrington 

Haraldson Brothers Open 
Golf Classic 
In memory of Deanna Haraldson 

 

Shooting Star Donors ($1000+) 
American Family Children’s 

Hospital 
Ethan Smith Benefit Golf 

Outing 
Italian Workmen’s Club 
Lady Kath Con for a Cure at 

Misty Mountain Games 
Madison Rotary Foundation 
Mike and Cynthia McKenna 

Family Fund 
Monsanto Matching Gift Fund 
Stafford Rosenbaum LLC 
Valerie S. Egem 
 

Torch Donors ($500+) 
Barbara and William Byrne 
Grant Thornton LLP 
James and Sheerin Sturm 
 In honor of Michael Sturm 

Maurice Rosefelt Memorial Fund 
Steve and Elaine Hathaway 
Accents Tattoos for Women 

October Fund Raiser 

 
Candelabra Donors ($250 +) 

Jim and Marcia Egle 

Junior’s Promotions of Madison 
SBL-Madison GLBT Softball 
  

Pillar Donors ($150 +) 
Vitense Golfland 52nd anniversary raffle 

 

Illuminator Donors ($100 +) 
Kicks Unlimited (Jason Huett) 
Joseph Guastella 

 In honor of Bette Guastella 
 

Shining Light Donors (up to $99) 
 

Akin Akinli 
Niels Dybdahl 
Kristal Furseth 

Sharon Quella 
Amy Frank 
Tracy Filter 

Jason Salerno 
Douglas Fritz 
Carol Babcock 
 

In-Kind Donors 
Floyd Duranceau 
Fleet Feet of Madison 
Pacific Cycle 

J.T. Puffins
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Please help us help kids with cancer and their families! 

Gifts to Capital Candlelighters are fully tax-deductible 
 

Donation Form 
 

** Please type or print legibly.  We want to make sure we have your correct information. ** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First Name __________________________ M.I. ___  Las t Name ________________________ 
 
Business Name _____________________________________ __________________________ 
 
Address 1 _________________________________________ ___________________________ 
 
Address 2 _________________________________________ ___________________________ 
 
City ______________________  State  ________   Zip Code __________ Phone__________________ 
 
 
*** Please include me in mailings for other Candeli ghters activities:           Yes         No 
(NOTE:  Capital Candelighters does not sell or share mailing lists or other personal information.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           Shooting Star – Greater Than $1000.00   $ _____ 
 
               Beacon - $1000.00          Torch - $ 500.00                  Candelabra - $250.00 
 
   Pillar - $150.00                  Illuminator - $100.00            Shining Light - $5 to $99 ____ 
 
Gift made In Honor Of __________________________   In Memory Of ___________________________ 
 
Payment Options  
 
     Personal check or money order.     payable to Capital Candelighters 
 
     Cash 
        
                 MasterCard or Visa      #_________ ___________________   Exp. Date __________ 
 
    Signature  ____________________________________ ______ 
 
 

 
 
 

Your Information 

Support Levels and Payment Options 

Mail the completed form with donation to: 
Capital Candlelighters, 517 N. Segoe Rd,  PO Box 258133, Madison, WI  53725 

Please do not mail cash. 
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Capital Candlelighters Board 2008:  
 

Barbara Byrne 
Jim Egle* 
Suzy Favor Hamilton 
James Gilmore, Jr*.      President 
Joel Haraldson*            Treasurer 
Joyce Kilgore-Carlin 
Kaianna Obee*  
Samuel Shaw 
Kevin Straka 
 

Anne Spurgeon* Executive Director  
 

* = parent of a child with cancer  


