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“ASHLEY’S MED BOX” 
PROJECT TAKES OFF! 

  

Ashley Eichhorn was diagnosed with 
leukemia (ALL) on May 7th of 2003.  
While overwhelmed with this news 
Ashley’s mom searched for something to 
hold all of Ashley’s medications. In a dark 
corner of her closet she found a small metal 
box similar to a lunch box but much more 
trendy.  It also fit perfectly into the tote bag 
provided by Capital Candlelighters that 
went everywhere Ashley went.  At almost 
every hospital visit a comment was made 
by one of the doctors or nurses about the 
box.  Now, over 2 years into treatment, 
Ashley has come up with the great idea of 
having every child diagnosed with cancer 
have one of her boxes. So they would have 
everything handy, organized and reminding 
them to bring it to clinic.  And it locks, too! 
With a generous donation of $500.00 from 
Fond du Lac Wal-Mart, Ashley’s dream 
has become a reality. 
 
 

 
 

Nurse Peter Knight, Anne Spurgeon of 
Candlelighters and Dr. Paul Sondel accept 

the Wal*Mart Foundation check from 
Ashley Eichhorn.  Ashley is seen here 

holding the box that has carried her meds 
and supplies back and forth to the UW for 

more than two years! 
 

 

 
 

Here’s an example of “Ashley’s Med Box.”  
It’s sturdy and attractive, and roomy 

enough to hold medication bottles, alcohol 
wipes, caps, syringes and other supplies 

safely and neatly. 
 

You can store often used meds and supplies 
along with your medication check-off list, 

and have it all ready to carry to the hospital 
or clinic at a moment’s notice.  Carry the 
key on your key ring and you’re ready to 

go! 
 
 
 

 
Many thanks to Ashley and her 

mom, Tammy, for sharing a 
great idea and for soliciting the 

Wal*Mart donation! 
 

 
Capital Candlelighters will give an 

“Ashley’s Med Box” to every 
patient in their ”New Diagnosis” 

bag.  If you have a child currently 
in treatment and would like a box, 
please contact the Candlelighters 
office, 608-231-8006 or send an 

email to anne@capcan.org. 
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Thanks to our generous donors! 
May to August 2005 

 
Wisconsin Attorney General’s 
         Office 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 
Dirk Todd of Red Letter 

Mortgage 
Vitense Golfland 
Subway Restaurants 
Wells Blue Bunny Ice Cream 
WISC TV3 
UPN 14 
Joel and Eric Haraldson 
Jennifer Chiaverini 
Conlisk Family 
Wal*Mart Foundation 
 
West Side Optimists CCC 
Middleton Optimists 
Jim and Kim Gilmore 
William and Barbara Byrne 
Sheri White 
Peggy and Jim Possin 
Diane Puccetti 
Ashley Eichhorn 
Memorial Library Staff 
  In memory of Bill Byrne’s 

mother 
Rebekah Philips 
  In memory of Allison Miller 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In-Kind Donors 

 
Windy City Novelties/Chemical 

Light, Inc. 
Swing Ltd. 

Pacific Cycle – Schwinn 
Wells Blue Bunny 

Jack Guzman 
Lochlan Masters 

Tim Richards 
C&J Farms 

 
Subway Restaurants 

Joel Wish 
Vitense Golfland 

Badgerland Bowling 
Noah’s Ark 

Lorie Miller, Partylite Consultant 
Madison Magazine 

Cathy Cigelske, Mary Kay Consultant 
Sue Kindle 

Jen Rozinski 
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  Highlights from the 
Summer Picnic Luau 

August 14th  Elver Park 
 

 
 

Dr. Magic amazed us with his show 
 

 
 

Kids enjoyed spectacular Balloon Art by 
Lochlan Masters and Tim Richards 

 

 

 
 

Limbo Bucky! 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Giving it their all in the Hula Hoop Contest! 
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Candlelighters 
Halloween Party 

 

            
                                                                                        

Hosted by the  
Madison East High School 

Candlelighters Club 
 

Saturday, October 29 
1:00 PM 

 
East High School Cafeteria 

East Washington Ave. and 4th St. 
 

Show off your costume!  Play Games! 
Win Prizes! 

 
RSVPs helpful but not required 
608-231-8006 or info@capcan.org 
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ATTORNEY GENERAL LAUTENSCHLAGER PRESENTS 
TAXOL SETTLEMENT FUND GRANT  

TO CAPITAL CANDLELIGHTERS 

On August 3rd, Attorney General Peg 
Lautenschlager presented a grant to Capital 
Candlelighters for $5655.33.  Funds were 
awarded in a ceremony at the Capitol to 
several Wisconsin organizations supporting 
people with cancer.  The fund distribution 
was the result of a settlement of an antitrust 
suit brought by the Attorneys General of all 
50 states, the U.S. Territories and the 
District of Columbia. Approximately $4.7 
million was ordered to be distributed by 
state Attorneys General to organizations that 
benefit cancer patients and their families.   

The suit alleged that manufacturer Bristol-
Myers Squibb used fraudulent means to 
delay the entry of lower-priced generic 
versions of their drug, Taxol®, thereby 
illegally inflating the cost of cancer 
treatment for thousands of patients. The suit 
was settled in April 2003. Taxol® is Bristol-
Myers Squibb's brand name for the cancer 
drug paclitaxel (also marketed as Onxol®), 
used primarily to treat breast and ovarian 
cancers, certain lung cancers and sarcomas. 

The Wisconsin Attorney General’s office 
specifically sought out organizations that are 
based in Wisconsin and provide support and 
educational services to state residents with  

 

 

 

 

 

Attorney General Lautenschlager and 
fellow cancer survivor James at 

Vitensefest, where she came to say ‘hi’ and 
present the “big cardboard check” 

cancer.  Seven Wisconsin groups received 
grants, including the Green Bay chapter of 
Candlelighters, Families of Children With 
Cancer, Inc.   A check for $5,000 was 
accepted by their president, Kathy Toonen. 

We are very grateful that the staff of the 
Attorney General’s office surprised us with 
this much-needed grant to support our work.  
We appreciate their faith in us and their 
understanding of the unique needs of kids 
and families who are fighting cancer.   

 

Dirk Todd of Madison’s Red Letter 
Mortgage is donating $50 to Capital 
Candlelighters for every mortgage he 
closes in 2005! 

Thanks for your support, Dirk, and 
thanks for understanding that kids 
can’t fight cancer alone!
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Caring for Children with 
Brain Tumors 

A conference for physicians, nurses and 
parents of children with brain tumors 

 
September 17, 2005 

8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 

Health Sciences Learning Center 
750 Highland Ave 

Madison WI  53705 
 

Sponsored by UW Children’s Hospital Section of 
Ped. Neurosurgery, Dept of Neurological Surgery 
and Section of Pediatric NeuroOncology, Dept of 

Pediatrics 
 

Topics include: 
 
“The Role of the Neurologist in the Care of 
Children with Brain Tumors” 
 
“Role of Radiation Therapy in Brain 
Tumors” 
 
“Endocrine Complications of Brain Tumors 
During Childhood” 
 
“The Role of Neuropsychology in Brain 
Tumor Treatment and Rehabilitation” 
 
“Rehab After Cancer: What Comes Next?” 
 
Speakers include: 
Dr. Bermans Iskandar 
Dr. Diane Puccetti 
Dr. Carl Stafstrom 
Dr. Kristin Bradley 
Dr. Michael Ward 
Kristin Adreon, RN, MS, CPNP 

 
There is no registration fee for parents/families. 

 
Please register by September 1, 2005. 

 
Email Lynda Meade at lmeade@wisc.edu or 

call 608-263-6200 

Retreats for Parents
Relax and spend time with others 
who share your unique experience 

 
Saturday, July 30th, a group of mothers who 
have a child treated for a brain tumor met for 
an overnight retreat.  Facilitated by former 
Rockford Candlelighters president and 
experienced mom Sheri White, the mothers 
had a chance to meet at a hotel, share 
support, enjoy some pampering services and 
have a night away together.    
 
The next Moms’ Retreat will be for mothers 
who have a child diagnosed with a solid 
tumor cancer.  It will be held in Madison at 
the Quality Inn – Fitchburg on October 15-
16, 2005.  Any mother who has a child 
currently in treatment or who has finished 
treatment within the last 2 years is welcome 
to register for the retreat.  The cost of the 
retreat is $10, but we have scholarships 
available.  To sign up, please call the 
Candlelighters’ office at 608-231-8006 or 
email info@capcan.org.  We will also try to 
have forms available through the clinic.   
 
We have tentatively scheduled a Moms’ 
Retreat for mothers of children fighting 
leukemia and lymphoma for January 28-29, 
2006, and we’ll send out registration forms 
for that on request, as well. 
 
We don’t currently have any “Dads’ Night 
Out” events planned, but we’d love to.  Our 
Dads deserve a break and some fun!  If you 
have a good idea for some special “Dad 
Time” or would like to help organize 
something, please call the office. 
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Authors’ Album Quilt Raffle 

To benefit Capital Candlelighters 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Capital Candlelighters has received a 
valuable donation from best-selling Madison 
author Jennifer Chiaverini.   Chiaverini has 
created a large Authors’ Album Quilt 
incorporating the autographs of 61 notable 
authors for children and adults. She used 
fabrics from her own Elm Creek Quilts 
design collection to create this one-of-a-kind 
masterpiece.  
 
To help support kids with cancer and their 
families, she has donated the quilt to Capital 
Candlelighters for a summer fundraising 
raffle. 
 
Authors who have signed their names to 
squares on the quilt include Sue Grafton, 
Judy Blume, Dave Barry, Lois Lowry, 
Ray Bradbury, Diane Mott Davidson, Jan 
Brett, Nicholas Sparks, Sophie Kinsella, 
Beverly Cleary, Rebecca Wells, Anna 
Quindlen, Terry Ryan, Susan Vreeland, 
Jennifer Weiner, Eric Carle and Ursula 
K. LeGuin.  
 
The drawing will be held at the Wisconsin 
Quilt Expo in Madison on September 17, 

2005 at 3:00 p.m. 
 
For more information on purchasing tickets 
for the Candlelighters Authors’ Album Quilt 
Raffle, call 608-231-8006 or check the web 
site, http://www.capcan.org. 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Women’s Luncheon 
to benefit Capital Candlelighters 

 

Nakoma Country Club 
November 13, 2005 

 

$25 per person 
 

For more information,  
call Anne at 231-8006. 

 

Childhood Cancer – Easing the
Transition Back to School 

 
A FREE Conference sponsored by

The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society
 

October 22, 2005 
8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

 

Country Springs Hotel 
2810 Golf Road 

Pewaukee, WI  53072 
 

This program is for families whose 
lives have been touched by 

childhood cancer and for school and 
healthcare professionals assisting 
them with the transition back to 
school after a cancer diagnosis.  
Families and professionals are 

welcome, regardless of the child’s 
specific cancer diagnosis. 

 
Tell your school nurse – nursing and social 

work CEUs available.  For more info., 
contact Barbara Nehls-Lowe of LLS at 

1-800-901-0771  ext 1 
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News From the Candlelighters Office-- 
 
Lately we’ve been called upon to help quite a few families with transportation expenses.  
Soaring gas prices have made it a challenge for many families to afford travel back and forth 
to Madison for clinic visits and procedures.  We’ve also assisted with car repairs and other 
travel related expenses.   
 
We continue to provide bags with information, toiletries, toys, etc. plus a gas card and phone 
cards to the family of each newly diagnosed child and teen.  We are working constantly to 
update the materials in the bags to make them as relevant and useful as possible. 
 
Calls for emergency assistance also continue to increase.  Our family assistance funds are 
still limited to $500 in support every 6 months for families with a child currently in 
treatment, but even with that limitation we have been able to help several families with rent 
or mortgage assistance, utility bills, car repairs, groceries and other basic expenses that, if 
left unmet, could have a negative effect on the health or safety of the child with cancer.  
Many thanks to our social workers, Andrea Urbon and Marcy Quintana, for their work 
helping us help families. 
 
We are pleased to have started our quarterly moms’ retreats!  We hope to provide more 
parent and family support outlets like this over time, in addition to our regular schedule of 
fun social events. 
 
Capital Candlelighters has the good fortune to have the assistance of the Madison East High 
Candlelighters Club again for the 2005-06 school year.  The students are enthusiastic 
volunteers for events and are always looking for ways to support kids with cancer and to help 
make the public more aware of the impact of childhood cancer. 
 
We can always use more volunteers to help with event planning, office work and fundraisers, 
so call us if you’d like to join the fun.   
 
 

The Capital Candlelighters’ Mission: 
 

Our mission is to educate, support, serve and advocate 
for children with cancer, their families, survivors of childhood cancer

and the professionals who care for them. 
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Common Late Effects of Childhood Cancer Treatment 
What Parents and Teachers Need to Know to Help Students be Successful 

 
Our kids get many different types of treatments, so this is a general list of learning areas that can be affected 
in some children and teens.  It can give you and your child’s teachers a sense of what to look for.  If you have 
specific questions about your child, talk with your nurse practitioner, the oncologist or neuropsychologist.  If 
recognized and planned for, most of these challenges can be successfully dealt with.    
 
Slow Processing Speed     Attention Difficulties 
Memory Difficulties     Fine Motor Coordination and Speed 
Planning, Organization Difficulties   Visual- Spatial- Motor Integration 
Mathematical Difficulties (i.e. Calculation)  Reading Difficulties (Comprehension) 
Social Difficulties 
 
Reading can take so much energy just to decode words that often kids don't have time to understand what 
they've read. It appears that they can read, but they can't comprehend. 
 
Often kids have trouble completing work in class and need parental support to finish their homework. They 
lack organizational skills and literally can't keep track of multiple tasks and deadlines. 
 
If kids had already developed verbal skills before their diagnosis, generally they can speak very well, however 
if they are given information through the visual track they can have more problems understanding. They often 
do better when given information verbally. 
 
Often their handwriting is illegible, they tend to write quickly, and can't even read their own writing, or they 
do the opposite and write very neatly, but very slowly. 
 
 
Strategies for Success: 
 
Repetitive learning and over-learning to develop plasticity and alternative learning pathways.  Repetition and 
practice help and have been shown to improve concentration. 
 
Early intervention is important to reduce the impact of late effects on kids’ learning. 
 
Developing strategies to help children work around, and not through, their area of difficulty makes a 
difference since it helps them develop some strengths.  Each child should have an Individualized Educational 
Plan (IEP) that capitalizes on their strengths (usually expressive language, creativity, integration of content 
knowledge). 
 
Kids should have access to books or lectures on tape so they can listen and absorb the content, using auditory 
as well as visual skills.  Assessments of learning should be oral as well as written.  For tests that require 
reading or a lot of writing, use large print materials or, better yet, administer tests by computer. 
 
Kids should be able to use calculators for math and tape math classes so they can listen to them later. 
 
They should be encouraged to develop computer skills and helped to use voice recognition software for word 
processing (like Dragon Naturally Speaking) and organizational software for writing papers and reports. 
 
The IEP should include strategies for organizing and retrieving information, successful test taking and 
building positive social skills. 
 

This is adapted from materials developed by Candlelighters for Childhood Cancer of Portland, OR   
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Calendar of Upcoming Events 
Call the Candlelighters’ office for details 

 
Sept. 17 Authors’ Album Quilt Raffle 

Drawing, Wisconsin Quilt Expo, 
Alliant Energy Center 3 PM 

 
Sept. 17 Caring for Children With Brain 

Tumors Conference (UWCH) 
 

Oct. 15-16  Retreat for Mothers of Solid 
Tumor Patients 

 
Oct. 22 Childhood Cancer – Easing the 

Transition Back to School 
Conference (LLS) 

  
Oct. 29  Annual Halloween Party 

East High School Cafeteria 
 

Nov. 13  Women’s Luncheon Fundraiser, 
Nakoma Country Club 

 
Dec. 10  Annual Holiday Party 

 
Jan. 28-29 Retreat for Mothers of Leukemia/ 

Lymphoma Patients 
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Capital Candlelighters Board: 
 
Kent Emerson    President 
Jim Gilmore    Vice-President 
Kevin Straka    Secretary 
Joel Haraldson    Treasurer 
Lorie Miller    Director and Madison East High 

School Candlelighters’ Sponsor 
Barbara Byrne    Director 
Helena Scherer-Jones    Director 
 
Anne Spurgeon    Executive Director 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


